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Why is the regional 
government reform needed?

The reform is necessary to address regional di�erences 
in service quality and availability.

Financing is also becoming increasingly di�cult, since 
our ageing population needs a growing number of 
services.

What is the objective of 
the reform?

After the regional government reform, public services 
will be provided by municipalities, counties and the 
state. The objective is to ensure the fair and appropriate 
division of duties between them. This is to promote 
the sustainability of the public �nances and to curb 
the growth in service costs.

The regional government 
reform in a nutshellHow will the 

regional government 
reform affect me?

Finland will be divided into 18 counties. They will be 
responsible for organising all social and health care services 
in their respective regions as of 1 January 2020. Counties will 
also be responsible for organising emergency services, 
agricultural administration, environmental health-care, 
employment services, and the promotion of business 
enterprise.

The State will provide funding for services organised by the 
counties, and counties will decide on how this funding is 
allocated. The counties will have overall responsibility for 
all services.

Agencies such as Centres for Economic Development, 
Transport and the Environment (ELY Centre), Employment 
and Economic Development Centres (TE O�ce), Regional 
State Administrative Agencies and regional councils will be 
abolished, and their duties will be transferred to the 
counties.

In connection with the reform, more than 200,000 employ-
ees will transfer from central and local government to the 
counties. These transfers will be completed in line with 
good HR policy.

Municipalities and organisations will continue to play an 
important role in promoting health and well-being. 
The municipalities will be equipped to fulfil their duties. 

The objective of the regional government 
reform is to create a modern and cost-
efficient public administration that serves 
every resident. The reform will help to 
secure important services and residents 
will be given more opportunities for 
participation and involvement.



 

Employees are the key resource of the reform. 
Successful completion of the reform requires good
 leadership and committed employees. Employees 
transferring to the employment of counties 
will continue to enjoy the rights and 
responsibilities of their employment 
or public o�ce relationship in e�ect 
at the time of the transfer.

The reform will help to narrow the public �nances 
sustainability gap. The government aims to generate 
overall savings of EUR 10 billion – of which the 
healthcare, social welfare and regional government 
reform should account for EUR 3 billion.

After the reform, services will be more digital, customer-
oriented and cost-e�cient. The goal is to provide 
smooth service and make the most of new operation 
models.

Smarter use of 
resources

Good HR policy 
to be observed

Equal access to high quality services.

Smarter and more e�cient use of resources.

Services will be modernised.

Citizens will have more 
opportunities to have their say.

Services needed by companies will 
be provided by one operator.

Practical benefits
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Residents offered various 
opportunities to make a 
difference

The decision-making in the counties are made by an 
elected county council, which is responsible for the 
county’s financing and operations. 

Voting in county council elections is an important part 
of active citizenship. Citizens can make a difference, by 
exercising their right of legislative initiative, taking part 
in customer councils and by attending discussions 
and hearings. Service users will be encouraged to 
provide feedback on their experiences, for 
development purposes.

A wide variety of opportunities to participate will be 
provided in order to increase democracy, 
even if responsibility for service organisation 
is distributed across a wider area.


